GUIDELINES FOR CENTRAL ASSISTANCE UNDER  THE
NATIONAL PROGRAMME FOR 'NUTRITIONAL SUPPORT TO
PRIMARY EDUCATION'

Objective

L “he Programme 1s iniended to give a boost to universalisation of primary education, by
increasing ~ enrolment, retention and atiendance and simultaneously impacting on
nutrition of students in primary classes.

Coverage

2. The programme will cover, in a phased manner, commencing from 1995-96, all
government, local body and government-aided primary schools in all the States and
Union Territories (UTs).

In 199596, the programme will commence in all the 2368 Revamped Public
Distribution System (RPDS)/Employment Assurance Scheme (EAS) biocks and 40 Low
Female Literacy (LFL) blocks. In states like Punjab which do not have EAS/RPLS
blocks the program:ne will commence in LFL blocks, i.e, blocks having female literacy
rates lower than the national average. In swtes and UTs such as Goa, Delhi,
Pondicherry and Chandigarh, which do not have RPDS or LFL blocks, primary schools
in notified slums would be covered. In 1996-97, the programme will be extended to ali
the remaining 2005 LFL blocks, with female literacy lower than the national average.
Ir 1597-98, the programme will be extended to all other pnmary schools.

Lond

Scepe of Central Assistance and Allocation of Foodgrains

The Central Government will assist the local bodies authorities such as Panchayats and
Nagarpalikas in implementing the programume by providing from-the-nearest Food
Corporation of Indiz [FCT) zodowns wheat/rice (as may be reguired) at the rate of 100
grams per student per cday free of cost. The broad principles of allocaticn of focc
grains will be as follows: ;
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* District wolld be the unit of allocation.

- Allocation of foodgraias to be supplied through FCI by Governmen: of India
will be made once n cvery quarterly cycie of three month periods.

- The iniual aliocation will be for 2z quarter based on the dawa on 1993-9¢
enrciment collected in the Sixth All India Education Survey.

- From the second quarter of the commencement of the scheme in an area,
quarterly allocation will be made based on the off-take figures received from the
FCT and the district-wise utilization certificate and enrolment data recei ed from
the State. : ;

* The allotment of foodgrains from an FCI godown would be valid for th quarter
for which it is allotted and can not be carried forward to the subsequent juarter,

* Based on the sliocation made for sacn district by the Government of lrdia, the
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f Yiovement of Foodgrains

3. The District Collector wili be responsible ror collection trom the FCI godown and
arranging {ransportation of foodgrams and distribution thereof to the local bodies,
schools based on the entitlement of individual schoods.

Linkages would have 10 be developed between FCUI and the schools in each distric: 1o
ensure smooth flowing ¢f foodgraing,

The Central Governmen: will reimburse through District Rurad Development Agencies
(DRDAs) for rural areas and ¢ \fa,arp “am transportation cost for moving the food
grains from the FCI godowns 10 the schools: /villages at the rate of Rs. %0 /- per quintal
as applicabie under the RPDS.

The Central support 1n the form of free fvod grains and reimbursemen: of
ransportation cost from the nearest 3,%(:%’ of the Food Cor?x}mim of India would he
avatlable to the districts directly on the tasis of district-wise dewzils of enrolment and
attendance furnished by the State Government.

Unplementing Agencies
Thesimplementing agencies of the programme will te local bodiesfautherities such as
Panchayats and Nagarpalikas.

Local bodies will have the flexibility o organise the provision of cooked/pre-cocked
foodt by the schools or in association with the school pareni-teacher committees, non-
government organisations, women/DWACRA Croups and other organisations.

Local bodies will also ha‘we the flexibility o decice the tvpe of foed W be provided
subject to the food being wholesome and naving a calorific value equivalent o 100
grams of wheat/rice per stzdent per day. To ensure wiat this stpulation is adhered to,
both in letter and spirit, am;mg:}fiatﬁ supervisory mecnanisms will have o be estadlished
by the local bodies.

Local bodies are expscted o de velop insttutional arrangements for providing
cooked/pre-cooked food within 2 perod of wo years from the date of commen cement
of the programme :n the local area. However, in the irterim pericd, as a prelude to the
provision of cooked/pre-ceoked food in the sumoxa, w;} grains at the rate of 3 Xgs,
ner sfudent per month may be distributad o all the children of classes [ to V subject
a minimum attendance of % er cent.

:,am»‘Chax'gas

13 Rﬁ:ﬁ&nmuon for conversicn of feedgrains into cooked food as well as expenditure

L3 ffﬁ v ;

on construction of kitchen sheds, the latter wnerever necessary, will be
&izg%ie for coverage under the peverty alleviation scheme being administered oy the

Ministry of Rural Development. ; 6 on
; i lass v ;: 19 o\ «
% Opr actual per Qtls which evsr 1s <835 w.8.%, 19.2:9
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Supervision and Monitoring
%@% bodies/authorities should set up Commitiees such as Village Educaton

‘ommittees (VECs) with broad popular participation to create an awareness of the

programme, o gemerate community suppor. to the programme, to universalise

participation ©f all children in- primaryeducation, to improve the functioning and

environment of the schools.and to ensure that the scheme functions in terms of the
broad objectives i1 secks to achieve,

At the District level, the programme may be overseen by a Commities under the
Chairmanship of the District Collector. The Commitiee should inciude people's
representatives like MPs, MLAs, Presidents of the Zilla Parishads/Panchayat Samitis,
Chairmen of Nagarpalikas and also officials of the concerned Departments.  This
Committee should, imer alia, create awareness, facilitate and monitor the
implementation of the programme and foster linkages with other related programmes
like the Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS), primary education and school

“health, Similar committees should be set up at panchayat samitis/Blocks.

At the state level, a department may be designated as the cepartment responsible for
implementation of the programme. In case the designated department is other than the
Education Department, strong linkages need to be developed between the designated
department and the Primary Education Departmen:. Towards this end it is suggested
that an institutiona) mechanism of a Committee under the Chairmanship of the Chief
Secretary/Additional Chief Secretary/Development Commissioner be constituted to
oversee the implementation of the programme. The Committes should include the
Secretaries and Heads of Departments of all the concerned Departments. The
Committee could also ensure and look aiter the convergence of primary educatior,
primary health care, early childhood care and education, nutrition and othe: relaled
services,

For proper monitoring of the programme, a compuierised management information
system is being developed by the Department of Education, Government of India in
consultation with the National Informatics Centre. Till this system is operationalised,
states are requested 1o ensure adequate information flows for smooth implementation of
the programme.

The Central Government would entrust concurrent monitoring and evaluation of the

programme 1o indeggndent agencies. Access be provided to designated-agencies for
discharge of the monitoring and evaluation functions. SR

Details to be Furnished to Goverament of India

4
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9.

For facilitating the operation of the programme, state governments are reguesied (o
furnish a scheme with the following details to the Department of Education,
Government of India: ‘ ‘

3] The names of the RPDS/EAS/LFL blocks/Local Bodies/authorities or
notufied urban slums that will be covered by the programme,
O The number of primary schools in these blocks/areas/slums category-
Y wise, namely, government, local body and government-aided.
1) The aumber of children enrolled in these schools in classes [-V.
3
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iv) The number of school days monthwise during the current academic year
i.e. 1995-96. - , =
v) Théfédéﬁﬁljé, of foodgrains required ;}r:r school {in tonnes/quintals) at the

rat¢ of 100 grams per child per day. Quantities to be indicated block-
wise separately for rice and wheat or of a combination of both. In case
distribution of foodgrains as an interim arrangement, the requirement
ghould be on the basis of 3 kgs. per month per child. Distribution of
foodgrains would be subject to 80 per cent attendance per month by the

child.
vi) Linlﬁg&s’ibameen the local bodies/authorities and the RPDS. The
arrangements for lifting the foodgrains to be indicated.
Vi) The names and addresses of the DRDAs.
viif) In case arrangements are readily available for preparation  and

distribution of cooked food, the details thereof.

ix) The name of the Department which will be responsible  for
implementation of the programme.

0.  The State Governments/UTs should fumish w the Department of Education,
Government of India monthly atiendance figures in classes 1 to V, district wise and
school-wise.

21.  As the payment for the foodgrains supplied is to be made to e Food Corporation of
India by the Department of Education, Government of India, the states/UTs should
fumish to the Department of Education, Government of India monthly statement
certifying the quantity of wheat/rice lifted from the FCI godowns. This Statement will
be cross-examined with the off-take figures received from the FCl. The; spould also
furnish the details regarding the quantity of foodgrains transported every month to the
schools/villages for reimbursing the cost of transportation to the DRDAs/Nagarpalikas.

22.  Details of expenditure incurred on conversion of food grains into ‘cooked/ pre-cooked
food such as remuneration for cooks/helpers and expenditure on construction of kitchen

sheds, wherever necessary, may be reported to the Ministry of Rural Development .~

through proper channels for purpose of their coverage under the poverty alleviatign
programmes of that Ministry. ’ Cl

Existing Schemes "

23, Local Bodies in States and UTs already implementing a Mid-day Meal programme
would be eligible for Central support in accordance with these guidelines: it is,
however, desirable that the states shift the expenditure reimbursed by the Government
of India for the school nutrition programme to other programmes in elementary

egucation.
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i ' . ANNEX

sﬁaf. para 10 of Guidelines)
Terms and conditions for association of Non-Government Organisations (NGOs) for

nroviding hot cooked meal under National Programme for Nutritional Support to

Primarv Education (Mid Day Meal Scheme)

NGOs will be selected keeping in view their credentials and the capacity 1w deliver

e programme. The NGOs should be willing 1o work in association with the local bodies,
VECs/Mother Teacher Association,

. Information on the designated NGO(s) and coverage of eligible schools and number

{ children in classes [V in such schools in the concerned block(s) and diswict(s) shall be

‘urnished by the State Government to Ministry of Human Resource Development before

:aking the support of such agencies for implementation of the programme.

3 The NGOs will ensure that cooked meal to be provided to the children studying in
~rimary classes (I-V) only in Government, Local Body, and Aided schools. Private
unatded schools and non-formal schools are not to be covered.

4. It will be ensured that the cooked meal has a calorific value.equivalent to 100/gms. of

. wheat/rice per child per day

3. There will be no discrimination on;the basis of reli gion, caste and creed in providing

cooked meal to eligible children.
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No lLability with regard to the logistical requirements such as construction of kitche

L0 N

and storage room, appointment 6f cooks, helpers and such other staff, utensils, etc. shall be

borne by the Central Govt.

7 The State Govt. shall be fully responsible in implementing the programme through
NGOs support either for a cooked meal or pre-cooked food variant in eligible schools. To
ihis extent, the State Govt. or the NGO concerned may mobilise resources for conversion
)7 food-grains into a cooked meal. The Central Govt. shall not enter into any arrangement
other than the scope of central assistance referred to in para 4 of the guidelines on the

scheme.

8 Transportation and handling charges for movement of food-grains, if any, under the

scheme may be provided by the District Authority to the NGOs in case they are authorised
10 litr and transport foodgrains from FCI godowns te schools at the rates prescribed by the

W

Ministry of HRD.

9 The NGO shall fumnish a monthly report on liftment, utilisation of food-grains,
number of schools and chiidren covered to the District Authority for onward transmission

& Swhd

to the State Government/Cenual Government in the proformae prescribed from time 1o

ime. "

waadk
10: The NGO shall furnish to the State’ Govt Annual Report along with audited
statement of accounts on the transportation charges and such other grants received from

the State Govt. duly certified by an approved Chartered Accountant.

1. State Govt. may prescribe such otfi conditions in addition to the conditions stated

herein above as per relevant Finlancial Rulzs of the concerned State/UT,
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i / 12 The grantee organisation shall not entrust the pmgfs t or divert any part of the

? assistance (wheat/rice) to another grgamﬁmfm%ﬁer} Y.

State Go wmm&mivmﬁmmﬂt of iﬁdm has reason to believe that the

zssistance being provided is not being utilised for appmt}we:i purpose, the same may be

e

When th

ved, and the assistance provided earlier recovered. The grantee organisation shall be

inspection by an officer of the Union Ministry of Human Resource

velopment/State  Government. The Central Govemment may nominate any
sersonvorganisation/agency to evaluate the progress/completion of the programme, and the
instructions/directions as may be issued by the Government

P-NSPE (Mid-day Meals Scheme).

< The accounts of the prolect shall be maintained properly and exclusivelv and

The accounts shall be open to check by an officer

%

aeputed by the Government of India or the State Government, beside the test-check by th
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ommpirobier and Auditor General of India at his discretion,

In the event of dissolution of the grantec mmmmmmm V’!YTQY o f"@mﬁ%fzmﬁﬂ of the

-~

ccounts of this grant, the responsibility for complianggwith

litions of the assistance shall rest with the concerned District Cellector
and the assets acquired out of this assistance shall revert to the Govt. forthwith.
io.  The grantee shall maintain 2 stock-register (in ﬁrascub% proforma) of all assets

ovt. grant, Such grants/assets shall not, without

ij}

scquired wholly or substantially out

the prior sanction of the Govt. of z;:M be di 5,39&{% of, encumbered, or utilised for

i




surposes other than those for which the grant was given. Should the grantee orgainisation
-»ase to exist at any time, such assets shall revert to the Govt. of India.

The decision of the Secretary to the Govt. of India in the Ministry of Human
Resource Development (Department of Elementary Education & Literacy) on the question

whether there has been breach or violation of any -of these terms and conditions shall be

“inal and binding on the grantee.
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