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faced and plan to overcome them.
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in the Mid Day Meal Programme.
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Systems to ensure transparency, accountability and openness in all aspects of
programme implementation, including inter alia, foodgrains management, ingredients
procurement, cooking and serving, appointment of cooking staff, construction of
kitchen-cum-store, and procurement of cooking devices.

Measures taken to rectify:

a) Inter-district low and uneven utilization of food grains and cooking cost.
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diversion/misuse of resources, social discrimination and safety measures adopted to
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implementation and monitoring of the Scheme.
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nutrients, Vitamin-A, de-worming medicine, lIron and Folic acid, Zinc, distribution of
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Present monitoring structure at various levels. Strategy for establishment of
monitoring cell at various levels viz. Block, District and State level for effective
monitoring of the scheme.
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Management Committee at village / school / cooking agency level in the light of Right
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inspected and summary of findings and remedial measures.

Feedback/comments in respect of report of Monitoring Institutions designated for your
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Overall assessment of the manner in which implementation of the programme is
contributing to the programme objectives and an analysis of strengths and
weaknesses of the programme implementation.



Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Brief history

“Mid Day Meal Programme” in Chhattisgarh State and its concept
regarding nutritional support to Primary Education is as old as freedom
Struggle for Independence because way back in 1943 i.e. before the
Independence, Mid Day Meal Programme was first initiated in Chhattisgarh
region in 1943 when erstwhile Korea Princely State provided Gud-Chana at
lunch time in all the 18 schools existing at that time in Korea. In the State of
Chhattisgarh, which was a part of Madhya Pradesh, under “Mid Day Meal
Programme” hot cooked Meal was being provided to children in tribal
districts only in 85 blocks out of 146 blocks. By 1990-91, Madhya Pradesh
including the Chhattisgarh region was implementing the “Mid Day Meal
Programme” with its own resources on large scale. Mid Day Meal Scheme
of giving cooked hot meals was started on 2" October 1995 in the
undivided State of Madhya Pradesh. At first the programme was launched
in only tribal blocks, provided hot cooked meal to children of Primary
school. The reason for providing Mid Day Meal in only Tribal blocks was
because they were basically residential schools and due to hostel facilities
it was easy to engage a permanent cook for cooking food for the children
for noon. Tribal areas i.e. in community blocks where such facilities were
lacking students were getting 3 kilogram rice per month under Mid Day
Meal programme and because of this bad practice all school going children
were partially benefitted with this scheme and all the family members of
that children were used to consume the rice all together. Mid Day Meal
programme became universalized in all the State in 2001 onwards after the
Honorable Supreme Court initiative ruling in SLP Writ Petition No. 196
passed an interim order dated 28.11.2001. From 2001 onwards it became
compulsion for the state to follow the guidelines of Supreme Court and to
provide hot cooked Mid Day Meal to the children of 6 to 11 years age
group.
> In fact it became a universal truth that “Mid Day Meal Programme”
exerts a positive influence on enrolment and attendance in schools. A



hungry and deprived child for food is likely to attend schools irregularly.
Chronic hunger can cause or lead to mal-nutrition and even leading the
children to pay less importance to studies as well as diverting
attention from the studies and with view to enhancing enrolment
retention and attendance and simultaneously improving nutritional  level
among children.
> Mid Day Meal programme became an essential part of elementary
education and due tothe  successful outcome of the programme
emrolment retention and attendance has increased phenomenally in
Primary and Upper Primary schools .
»  Since inception of National programme of Nutritional Support to
Primary Education (NP-NSPE) i.e. way back in 1995, only free food
grains of 3 kilograms per child were provided up to till 31° March
2002. Chhattisgarh State started serving cooked hot meal in all the Primary
Schools from  first April 2002.
»  Cooked meal was served in all Primary schools in Chhattisgarh till
31% March 2003. At that time, free food grain was given by GOI and
State Government spent 0.75 paise per child per working day.
> Later on conversion cost was increased to Rs. 1.00 per day per meal
from 23" February 2004  onwards.
> From September 2004, GOI again raised the cooking cost to Rs.
1.00/ per child/ per day as  conversion cost and State continues to give
Rs. 1.00/ per child/ per working day as before. Thus increased the
conversion cost to Rs. 2.00/per beneficiary/per day.
> Mid Day Meal programme’s revised the guidelines as NP-NSPE
2006. Earlier it was known by name as National Programme for
nutritional support to Primary Education but currently known as National
Programme for Mid-Day Meal, increase the conversion cost per child per
day from Rs.1.00to Rs.1.50, to increase nutritional level of the students,
and Chhattisgarh is the only state in India where state’s share remains
Rs.1.00 and the conversion cost in the State 60:40 ratio and the rate of
cooking cost was Rs.2.50/per child/per day in the State.
>  Since 1* October 2007, Mid Day Meal started in all government and
government aided Upper Primary schools of 16 districts of the State.
»  Since July 2008, GOI increased cooking cost by 8 paise and 10 paise
per child per day for  Primary and Upper Primary Schools respectively



and cooking cost was Rs. 2.58 for Primary and Rs. 2.60 for Upper
Primary level.

From 1/12/2009 GOl increased the cooking cost from Rs. 2.58 per
child / per working day to Rs. 3.00 for Primary and Rs. 2.60 per child/ per
working day to Rs. 3.00 for Upper Primary.

Again from 1/4/10 GOl increased the rate of central share
conversion from Rs 3.00 per child / per MDM day to 3.30 per child / per
MDM day for Primary and 3.75 to 4.00 for Upper Primary level. According
to GOl minimum 25% of cooking cost given by state government but state
government gave more than its minimum share

In financial year 2011-12 GOI again increased the rate of central
share conversion from 01/04/2011



